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“Tamiflu for Disunity – Part 3”      Text – Ephesians 4:3-6      NT Reading – John 17

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.
A short while ago, we read together the passage in John 17 known as the High Priestly Prayer.  
And in that prayer Jesus said about His disciples, “My prayer is not for them alone.  I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.  May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent Me.”  
And if we were to summarize what Jesus was praying for here, it would be for a unity amongst believers that reveals the truth of the gospel.  
And I am sure that we would all agree that this is a lofty thing to pray for; unity amongst believers that reveals the truth of the gospel.  

But then when we look around at the Christian church, we are driven to ask whether or not this unity really exists.  
	Now, a denomination, boys and girls, is a distinct grouping of Christians committed to a certain understanding of the Bible.  
	As members of this church we are members of the denomination called the Reformed Churches of New Zealand.  
	Across the road is Hornby Presbyterian Church, which is a member of a denomination called the Presbyterian Churches of Aotearoa New Zealand.  
	And if you have a quick look on the internet at the numbers of Christian denominations in the world, you will find one website that charitably groups them among 9 major categories, another that records the existence of 9000 denominations around the world, and another that says of the word denomination, “As defined here, world Christianity consists of 6 major ecclesiastico-cultural blocs, divided into 300 major ecclesiastical traditions, composed of over 33,000 distinct denominations in 238 countries.”  
	Nationally, one database records the existence of 69 different denominations in little old New Zealand.
	Locally, we see a large number of different denominations even as we drive around the streets of Christchurch – Anglican, Roman Catholic, Baptist, Methodist, New Life, etc etc.


Well, what we are going to see today is that despite this seemingly rampant denominationalism, unity does exist amongst Christians.  But we are also going to see that Ephesians 4:3-6 presents us with a challenge to preserve unity and a challenge to strive for a greater unity.

We have already seen that the opening verses of Ephesians 4 give a high priority to unity.  
And so, as the Tamiflu for Disunity; the preventative medicine for keeping disunity at bay, believers have been urged to “be completely humble and gentle,” and to be “patient, bearing with one another in love.”  

Well, today, as we continue to consider the Tamiflu for Disunity, 
we see, in v3, that the Apostle presents a demand for unity, 
and in vv 4-6 that the Apostle provides a declaration of unity.  

Firstly then, we see, in v3, that the Apostle presents a demand for unity.  

Now, we have already noted that the major disunity in the Ephesian congregation was along ethnic lines.  On the one side were Gentile Christians and on the other side were Jewish Christians.  
There do not appear to have been major theological issues dividing them, although there were bound to be disagreements over some points of doctrine, just as there always are amongst any group of Christians.  
And so, seeking to prevent a growing disunity, the Apostle says, “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bonds of peace.”  
And these words, because they are the inspired words of the Holy Spirit, are a timeless call to all believers, including us today.  
We too must “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bonds of peace.”

Let’s look closely then at this demand.  

	To begin with, the unity that is demanded is “the unity of the Spirit.”  
	Paul is not talking here about the external unity of all those who names were on the membership roll of the First Christian Church of Ephesus.  Paul is not talking here about the external unity of the congregation of Dovedale.  Paul is not talking here about a unity driven by a commitment to one type of worship style, or a certain confessional document.  Paul is not talking here about a church-made unity, or a man-made unity.  


	Paul is talking about “the unity of the Spirit.”  
	Of the church, 1 Cor. 12:12-13 says, “The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body.  So it is with Christ.  For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body-- whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free-- and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.”  


	The unity that exists amongst Christians, congregation, is a unity created by the Holy Spirit.  
	He is the One who calls believers through the Word.  
	He is the One who works new life within them so that they respond to the Word.  

He is the One who brings them to repentance and faith.  
He is the One that applies all the benefits of their justification within them, and begins the work of sanctification that will continue throughout their life.  
	He is the One who draws them into the one universal church of Jesus Christ, wherever it exists in a local congregation, as the company of Spirit-filled believers.  


	And this is the unity that Jesus Christ spoke of in His High Priestly Prayer.  
	All those, who acknowledge the Lordship of Jesus Christ, regardless of which denomination they belong to, are united by the work that the Holy Spirit has accomplished in their lives.  
	This is “the unity of the Spirit.”


	Well, how then is this unity preserved?  
	The Apostle tells us that it is preserved “through the bond of peace.”  
	I am not sure if this is still in use today, but I am sure that at some time you have all read or heard about chain gangs.  
	In the US prison system, in order to keep prisoners from running away when they were working in quarries and fields, each prisoner was tied to the others with a chain.  
	The chains bind them together and preserve the unity of their location.  


	Well, the thing that binds believers together and preserves the unity of the Spirit is revealed here to be peace.  
	And this peace is what Paul describes in Philippians 2:2-4.  He says, “Make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose.  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.  Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.”  This is the life of peace.

And what he says there is just a longer way of saying exactly what he has said in verse 2 about humility, gentleness, and patience.  
	These are the things that make up the life of peace that binds believers together.


	The unity, then, is the unity of the Spirit.  And it is preserved through the bonds of peace.  Finally though, believers are urged to “make every effort to keep” it.  
	And this is so because living peacefully in humility, gentleness, and patience does not come easily or naturally to us.  
	In fact, the opposite is the norm.  I am sure you will all agree with me when I say that it is far easier to be prideful, harsh, and impatient.  

This is why it is necessary then for the apostle to present a demand for unity.  

	And the Greek word he uses, translated here as “make every effort,” suggests diligence, trying hard, exertion, and haste.  
	“Make every effort to have this book finished by Friday” is much more demanding and urgent than “just get it back to me whenever you’re done.”  

And so, we are being urged here to make deliberate and conscious efforts to live peacefully together.  
	We must make this a top priority in terms of congregational life.  
	As individuals, peaceful living with one another needs to be something we work hard at maintaining.
	All those things we have talked about in terms of pride, gentleness, and patience need to be put into action.


	And the reason Paul makes this demand is because of                                                                     the importance of unity for gospel opportunities.  A crucial point!!!!!!!!!
	You see, when you “make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bonds of peace,” you are an example of what Jesus asked His Father for in His High Priestly Prayer.  
	For Jesus prayed for believers to be one.  


	And He asked His Father to grant believers this unity “so that the world may believe that you have sent Me.”  

Jesus knew that the best advertisement for Christianity is peacefully united Christians.
	Congregation, no website, no TV or newspaper advertisements, no diaconal or evangelistic program of the church, however well designed and implemented they might be, can create opportunities for the gospel to the extent that you as individual believers can when you seek to live in the bonds of peace.  
	When peace is not prized or is absent among believers, unity is in jeopardy.  
	And nothing harms the cause of the gospel more than disunity.  
	But when peaceful humility, gentleness, and patience abound, there unity flourishes and gospel opportunities will abound.  
	Unity aids the gospel!  This then is why the Apostle presents a demand for unity.  


But not only does the Apostle present a demand for unity, he also goes on to provide a declaration of unity in vv4-6.  

Now, notice here, Brothers and Sisters, that vv4-6 are not an exhortation to unity; a list of things that believers need to become or attain, but a further declaration or description of the unity that is; the unity described in verse 3 as “the unity of the Spirit.”

And as we consider this declaration of unity, notice people of God, that there is a word that appears seven times in vv4-6.  
Can you see what that word is?  It is “one.”  “One body,” “one Spirit,” “one hope,” “one Lord,” “one faith,” “one baptism,” and “one God and Father.”  
And what did Jesus pray for in His High Priestly Prayer?  “That they may be one even as we are one.”  
Unity is so foundational to everything else, that Paul lists the facets of oneness that make up the diamond of Christianity.  

But notice also that He does this along Trinitarian lines.  
Verse 4 – “one Spirit.”  Verse 5 – “one Lord.”  And verse 6 – “one God and Father.”  
Trinity in unity, and unity in Trinity.

Well, some have described these verses as an early creed or hymn.  
In reality, it’s hard for us to be sure whether this was the case or not.  
But it is not difficult to see how you get from verses 4-6 to something like the Apostles Creed or a doxology like the Gloria Patri of the 2nd century A.D., number 491 in our hymnbooks.  

	Whatever the case may be, this very beautiful declaration of unity begins by describing               unity in relation to the Spirit.  
	Paul says, “There is one body and one Spirit.”  
	As we have already seen earlier, it is the Spirit who brings believers into the church, which is the body of Christ.  
	And because there is only one Spirit, there can be only one body of Christ.  
	Romans 8:9 says, “If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, He does not belong to Christ.”  
	Thus, those that do have the Spirit of Christ belong to Christ.  

They are members of the church; His body.  

	And this, of course, is not a new concept that Paul is introducing to these Ephesians.  
	In 1:23, 2:16, and 3:6 he has set before them the notion of the church being the “body of Christ.”  
	And we have already referred to 1 Corinthians 12 where Paul further expands upon the illustration of the church as the body of Christ that is made up of many unique and different parts.  


	Every saint who has trusted in Jesus, every saint who does trust in Jesus, and every saint who will trust in Jesus is part of this - the one body of Christ.  


	And Paul further reinforces this by saying, “Just as you were called to one hope when you were called.”  
	What Paul means with these words is that all those who become members of the body of Christ do so with the same hope – the hope of eternity in heaven with Jesus.  
	And this is what Paul spoke of in 1:18.  
	There he prayed for believers to know “the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance.”  


	And having described unity in relation to the Spirit,                                    Paul moves on to describe unity in relation to Jesus.  
	A further ground of the unity of the church is that each and every member has “one Lord.”  
	Who is it that the Holy Spirit directs the faith of believers towards?  Jesus Christ.  
	And this is so because, as Acts 4:12 makes clear, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”  


	And if you think for a moment of someone like the Philippian jailer in the Bible, you can see why “one faith and one baptism” are attached to “one Lord.” 
	 I am sure you boys and girls will remember the story of the Philippian jailer from Acts 16.  
	Thinking that all the prisoners must have escaped after the earthquake, he was about to kill himself when Peter told him that they were all still there.  

Acts 16 goes on to say, “He then brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"  31 They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved-- you and your household.”  
	Paul told the jailer and his family to put their faith in the Lord Jesus.  
	And do you remember what happened next?  
	Having put their faith in the Lord, Acts 16 goes on to say, “Immediately he and all his family were baptized.”  


	“One Lord,” because it is to Christ alone that all believers owe their allegiance.  

“One faith,” because the faith of all believers is in Jesus Christ, and He alone is the one Lord that they confess before men.  
“One baptism,” because it is through the sign and seal of baptism that we are externally included in the church, the body of Christ.  

	And finally, having described unity in relation to the Spirit and the Lord Jesus, Paul moves on to describe unity in relation to God the Father.  
	A further ground of the unity of the church is that there is “one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.”  
	And whilst this is the last in the series of unity declarations, Brothers and Sisters, it is in fact the one from which the other two flow.  
	In Ephesians 1:3, Paul began his letter by saying, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing.”  

In Ephesians 3:20, the Father is described as the one “who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us.” 
	God is the one who gave His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, for sinners.

God is the one who calls sinners to faith in Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
God is the one who graciously forgives the sin of those who come to Him in repentance.
	And because of this, all believers come to know God as their Father in heaven.	

People of God, it is true that there are thousands of denominations scattered around the world.  And it is tempting to despair at this seeming lack of unity amongst Christians.  
But be encouraged!  
By the grace of God, unity does exist amongst all those that call upon the Lord Jesus Christ in faith.  
And the unity that exists amongst believers is a glorious unity that reflects the unity of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
This is the unity that God’s Word here declares to be in the church.  

But even as we rejoice in the unity that does exist, we must also acknowledge the harm that denominationalism has done to the cause of the gospel.  
For is it not true that many laugh at Christianity saying it can’t be all that fantastic if so many of you disagree about so many things.  
Now, I know this can be used as an excuse for continued unbelief.  
Nevertheless, it does reinforce what Jesus prayed for in His High Priestly Prayer.  
Unity in the church reveals gospel truth.  Disunity in the church conceals gospel truth.

Well, as we conclude today, I want to set before you the following illustration that I borrow from the preacher and theologian, John Stott.  

Imagine a couple called Mr and Mrs John Smith, and their three sons, Tom, Dick and Harry.  They are one family; there is no doubt about that. Marriage and parenthood have united them.  But in the course of time the Smith family disintegrates.  Father and mother quarrel, keep up an uneasy truce for several years, become increasingly estranged and finally divorce.  The three boys also quarrel, first with their parents and then with each other, and separate.  Tom goes to live in Canada, Dick in South Africa and Harry in New Zealand.  They never meet, write or telephone.  They lose contact with each other altogether.  More than that.  So determined are they to repudiate each other that they actually change their names by deed poll.  It would be hard to imagine a family which has experienced a more disastrous disintegration than this.  All mutual relationships have been severed.  

Now supposing we were cousins of the Smith family, how would we react?  Would we shrug our shoulders, smile complacently and mutter ‘Oh, well, never mind, they are still one family, you know’?  We would be quite correct.  In God’s sight they are still one family, indestructibly. Mr and Mrs Smith are still husband and wife and still parents of their three sons, who are still brothers.  For simply nothing can alter the unity of the family which the circumstances of marriage and birth have imposed upon it.  

But would we acquiesce in this situation?  Would we try to excuse or minimize the tragedy of their disunity by appealing to the indestructibility of their family ties?  
No, this would not satisfy either our mind or our heart or our conscience.  
What, then, would we do?  Surely we would seek to be peacemakers.  We would urge them to ‘maintain the unity of the family by means of the bond of peace’, that is, to demonstrate their family unity by repenting and getting reconciled to one another.

Brothers and Sisters, we have seen that internal unity does exist within the world-wide Christian church.  For this we rejoice!  

But in so doing, we may not excuse and ignore the tragedy of external disunity within the world-wide Christian church either.  

Now, I am not saying that we should ignore false doctrine for the sake of external unity.  
Unity for the sake of unity is no unity at all.  This we will see later on in chapter 4.  

But we are commanded here to “make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bonds of peace.”  
We must pray that the external unity of the church might grow to better reflect the internal unity of the church.  Do you regularly pray for the external unity of the church?
We must search ourselves for evidence of a divisive spirit; as individuals, as a congregation, and as denomination. 
And if we find evidence of sin in this regard, we must repent and seek reconciliation.  
And we must actively foster efforts to strengthen ties with other congregations and denominations.
  
In this regard, the last synod of our denomination was attended by more members of other denominations around the world than ever before.  As a denomination, we are working hard at preserving the ties we have with sister denominations and creating ties with other denominations.
In October our city will host the International Council of Reformed Churches.  
And all of these things are evidences of a desire for increased external unity, for which we must thank and praise the Lord!  But there is still much more to be done.  

What a blessing it is to know that the church belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ.  
He is the one who is building it, not we ourselves.  

What a blessing it is to know that the unity we share with other believers is a unity that is grounded in His work of salvation!

May He work His peace within each of us, to the glory of God, and for the sake of the gospel.  Amen.


